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CONFIDENTIAL COTONOU 1976 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EINV, ENRG, PINT, DM 

SUBJ: TEXACO AND MOBIL RACTION TO DAHOMEAN NATIONALIZATION 

REF A. ABIDJAN 10269 B. STATE 279156 C. COTONOU A 103 
D. COTONOU 1956 

1. IN COURSE OF HIS CONVERSATION WITH FORNMIN ALLADAYE 20 
DEC (REFS C AND D) AMB INDICATED UNLIKELIHOOD TEXACO COULD 
COMPLETE ITS PAPERWORK BY DEC 3 1 , AND REASONS THEREFOR. 
ALLADAYE NOT AWARE THAT DATE HAD BEEN ADVANCED FROM JAN 4. 

2. UPON RECEIPT OF REF B (DEC 23) DCM WENT TO SEE KIFOULI 
SALAMI, PRES OF THE AD HOC COMMISSION DEALING WITH OIL COM 
PANY CLAIMS. SALAMI HAD TO REFER REQUEST FOR EXTENSION TEXACO 
SUBMISSION DEADLINE TO MIN OF INDUSTRY, COMMERCE AND TOURISM. 
MIN REPLIED TO EMBASSY TRHOUGH SALAMI LATE YESTERDAY (DEC 
26) THAT "ON AN EXCEPTIONAL BASIS" TEXACO WOULD BE GRANTED 
EXTENSION TO JAN 4. SALAMI ASKED THAT THIS INFO NOT BE SHARED 
WITH OTHER OIL COMPANIES INVOLVED. 

3. SALAMI SAID IF COMPANY DID NOT MEET DEADLINE IT WOULD 

HAVE TO ACCEPT THE NOMINAL VALUE PLACED ON ITS INTERESTS BY THE 
COMMISSION. DCM URGED THAT MRGD BE REASONABLE AND TAKE INTO 
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IT DONE DURING HOLIDAY SEASON, AND FACT TEXACO HAD TO REPLY 
NOT ONLY ON ITS OWN STAFF BUT ALSO ON ANOTHER COMPANY (IBM) 

TO PROCESS DATA REQUIRE FOR SUBMISSION. HE WAS INFORMED THAT 
PLACING A NOMINAL VALUE ON TEXACO’S INTERESTS WOULD NOT BE 
CONSIDERED AS ADDEUATE IN MEETING DAHOMEY'S OBLIGATIONS FOR A 
JUST SETTLEMENT. 

4. QUESTIONED RE NECESSITY FOR ADVANCING THE DEADLINE, SALAMI 
INDICATED THAT PRES KEREKOU HAD DECIDED TO GIVE THE COMMISSION 
A SHORTER PERIOD THAN ANTICIPATED TO COMPLETE ITS WORK. THIS 
HAD CAUSED ACOMPRESSION OF THE WHOLE TIMETABLE. 

5. P.S. REF A JUST RECEIVED. WILL INFORM SALAMI THAT TEXACO 
AND MOBIL CAN MEET DEC 31 DEADLINE AND WILL VERIFY POUEY’S 
APPOINTMENT WITH HIM. 

ENGLE 
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